10. Retirement

In 1968 Earl retired from Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph Company after 47 years of
service, and he was granted a life membership in the Telephone Pioneers of America. He spent
the two semesters in 1969 with Jo in Fresno, while she taught, but there he lacked a workshop
and he also missed his orchard. 1n Jo’s continued teaching in California, Earl remained behind in
Colorado where he could occupy himself more productively. Jo came home weekends as she
was able.

By 1973 it became evident that Earl’ s health was gradually failing due to his emphysema.
Though Jo was reluctant to leave her Grand Junction home and her friends, it was decided that a
move closer to family could be beneficial. Jo and Earl chose Clovis, New Mexico where Marty,
Ellen Claire and family lived. By thistime Marty and E.C. had had their last child, Daniel, born
August 28, 1970. He was athree-year-old at the time of Jo and Earl’s move. The other children,
Marty, born December 11, 1959 was already a teenager. Jo Ellen, born March 31, 1962 was now
11 and John Duncan, born January 14, 1966 was 7 years old. For Jo and Earl, who had been
empty-nesters for quite afew years, it was a welcome re-entry into anoisy but happy family life.

A new home was designed and built for
Jo and Earl by Marty and E.C. on the
number six fairway of the golf course of
Colonial Park Country Club (now
Chaparral Country Club). Their new
address was 1718 Fairway Terrace where
some lovely hand-carved twist posts
graced their front and rear porticos. The
posts were carved at Ojo Caliente, a small
town in northern New Mexico.

The Shaeffers were welcomed into the
Clovis community with open arms. Not
long after their arrival the following
appeared in the Clovis-Portales Arts
Council newsletter:

If you have the opportunity to hear, or
visit with, Jo Shaeffer, do not passit up.
Mrs. Shaeffer, mother-in-law of our E.C.
Shaeffer, and her husband have recently
retired to Clovis. But retiring isthe ; [
wrong word as she continues her love of ™

people and life and expresses it as she

did recently with a book review for the Friends of the Library. It was truly wonderful and we that
were there thank her.
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¥ "My name is Helen Jo Shaef—
fer, but do please call me Jo.”

Her eyes sparkled and the laugh'
“crinkles gathered as this excep-.

~ tional lady discussed children
“and schools' and book reviews,
" The Shaeffers are brand new
to Clovis. He recently retired

“from the Mountain Bell Tele- -
phone system, and she has been -

a prominent educational innova-

i -tor. Their home for many years’
iwas a peach ‘orchard . in Grand_

‘I Junetion, Colo. .~

- Before their bags were un-
packed, Jo went hunting for the

‘local library, which she found,

\together with the Friends of the ;

Lmrary The ' Friends have

- found in her an expenenced re-
~ viewer of books, and are very .

- pleased to- invite the people of
. Clovis ' to  their meeting . on

Thursday night, Nov. 15 at the
Clovis Woman's, Club, to meet

. this  dynamic - woman - Mrs.

Shaeffer will

Sykes

" Joe Shaeffer is not ]ust a book i
. reviewer, *1 love children,” she f

. reviewing
| *“Joppa Door” by Hcp Wllhams_"

**

. said, as she told how she be-' ¢

came a teacher.,  When her

youngest son reached eighteen,
' Jo went to eollege to obtain
~ her teaching credential. _She was
asked to take over ‘a small

* do. That system is called the
" non - graded school. e

amed ‘her hachelor’s and mas-
‘ ter’s ' degrees, “'and ' is - mow

“I'has’ taught, which is- her first

* love, and been an administra- -
"tor in’ several schools in Colo-

~rado. 'She even’ went to Califor-

- nia to teach at Fresno State
Umvgrsxty. In her spare time.

Asked about the klnd of bnok-
she does, she said,

'. rev1ewingv
“Narrative,

and please * don’t:

kand lzear

_ primary : school in Grand Junc- |

tion, which became the spring-
board for ‘a system now used
throughout the State of Colora-'

Over the years she has ob-

i workmg on her doctorate. She -

‘ask me swhai’. 1t is. Just come

.JoJ Shaeffer Presen’rs

Mrs. .To Shaeffer (sea.ted) is a new-'

comer to Clovis and to the Friends of

.Clovis - Carver Public Library. She has -
“had a rapid initiation into the library
group, however, and she will be review-

ing '‘a book’ at the Friends meeting
Thursday evening ‘at the Clovis Wo-

Moyt w2

clovit Tews Jowrnal
Jo Shaeffer To Give Book Review At Upcoming
Friends Of Clovis-Carver IPubhc Library Meet

* % kK

** ****k

¥ " -. f :
Review
mans Club. The book receiving Mrs.
Shaeffer’s. attention on Thursday will
be “Joppa Door” hy Hope Williams Sy-

kes and the public is encouraged to at-
tend. Shown with Mrs, Shaeffer is Mrs.

‘Sherra Hays, a member of the Friends.

(Staff Photo)
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Education Pioneer New Clovis Resident

by Ruby Goforth

Colorado and California’s
loss is Clovis' gain in the
person of Mrs. Earl (Jo)
Shaeffer, who, with her hus-
band, has recently moved to
Clovis from Colorado, by way
of California.

Mrs. Shaeffer is perhaps best
known for pioneering non-grad-
ed schools in Colorado. In the
administrative field of educa-
tion for more than 18 years,
she began her college educa-
tion after she was 42 years old.

On son Marty’s 18th birth-
day, Jo realized a lifetime
ambition when she enrolled in
Mesa College at Grand Junc-

il < ke iy L i
RETIRED PIONEER EDUCATOR RESIDING IN CLOVIS -

tion, Colo. With the full
approval of her family, she
attended night and summer
school while teaching after her
first two years of college.

As she realized that many
children were pushed beyond
their capabilities she dete-
mined to attempt to accom-
plish a relatively new idea of
non-graded schools.

After teaching and acting as
principal at a small school
near Grand Junction, she was
offered the duties as a full time
teacher at a small school at
Pear Park. She reasoned that
the school would be an ideal
place to fry to start an

Mrs. Jo Shaeffer, 1718 Fairway, known all over the United
States for her work in education also enjoys sewing for her
self and grandchildren. Mrs. Shaeffer has just finished cutting
out a western blouse for her granddaughter in Milwaukee.

ungraded school,

Hours of research were spent
in assessing the capabililies of
non-graded schools.

Pear Park Primary school
was set up by Jo as the first
non-graded school in Colorado
as she used guidelines provid-
ed by Milwaukee, Wis.,, who
had instituted non-graded
schools in 103 of 105 elemen-
tary schools in the city.

The new plan proved to be
less than enthusiastically re-
ceived in the community as the
eommunity and the ‘teachers
had not been fully prepared.
Numerous objections failed to
dampen Jo Shaeffer's spirits,
however, as she attempted to
point out to parents that far
from being an experiment as
parents thought, the plan had
been proven successful in
many schools in the nation.

She immediately found that
her first task was to create a
feeling of acceptance and
enthusiasm, not only among
the parents involved, but her
own teachers. Knowledge of
the project became a primary
concert.

Jo found resistance, as the
majority of persons involved
objected to changing establish-
ed policies and rules. Many
parents were of the opinion
that changing would hurt their
children. Jo stressed that it is
a fallacy for people to auto-
matically accept changes for
their children unless they are
totally familiar with the pro-
posed changes.

That she was finally able to
ovércome these obstacles with-
out the aid of other persons is
a tribute to her inherent ability
and charm. By spring of that
school year, she found the
community was backing her
and their school almost as one
body. On the basis of standard-
ized tests and parent-leacher
observation, achievement a-
mong the students had risen
sharply. School-community re-
lations were at a new high, she
recalled, and mere reluctant
acceptance had changed to
highly enthusiastic support of
the new system.
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population moved up to 95,
with the addition of another
section of school students. This
made the teacher-student ratio
the highest in the district, and
Jo said the school continued to
serve the community in the
same way it had with the
institution of the new program.
Jo said she had never found a
teacher who did not prefer the
non-graded teaching system
after becoming familiar with
it.

After seven years, she was
given two other schools, Po-
mona and Appleton, where the
new system was instituted.
Administrative duties were
turned over to a vice-principal
as the educational pioneer
spent her days instructing. For
the next several years, Jo
Shaeffer moved from area to
area in Colorado setting up |

non-graded systems. In time,
she traveled over much of the
United States setting up the
system which was becoming
more popular and widespread.

She accepted a position at
Western State College at Gun- |
nison, Colo., after her husband, |
Earl, retired. Leaving Gun- |
nison, the Shaeffers moved to
Fresno, Calif., where Jo was
with the California School of
Education and taught reading,
children’s literature and super-
vised student teachers. As a
consultant for the college, she
conducted workshops through-
out the state of California.

Retiring as a full-time edu-
cator last year, the Shaeffers
decided to move to the Clovis
area to be near their son,
Marty, however, she has a-
greed to do some part-time
teaching at California State
College, Fresno,

Semi-retired does not mean
slow down to Jo Shaeffer. She
continues to be active in her
home. An accomplished cook,
who emphasizes that she loves
to cook, Jo makes all her own
bread. She says she also enjoys
macrame, sews for herself and

In 1956, the Pear Park school ]
[

her seven grandchildren and
as spare time enjoyment, does
book reviews for clubs and
organizations.

One of her latest projects is
making a western blouse for a
granddaugk in Milwaukee,
Wis. Western clothing has
become quite popular in the
east, and consequently there is
a short supply, so Jo Shaeffer
agreed to make her grand-
daughter's western blouses.

Jo is listed among “Who's
Who of American Women," a
member of the NSA of Colora-
do, the Education Association
of Colorado, past president of
Federated Women’s Club,
Lambda Theta, P.E.O. and
Delta Kappa Gamma and
other organizations.

This very new resident of
Clovis says she is impressed
with the people here and loves
the area in general. She added
that as far as she is concerned,
she's had enough California
Smog.

A pioneer in education prac-
tices, this well-read, literate
and well-spoken educator should
be a wel¢come addition to
Clovis.




Jo began writing her annual holiday letters at Thanksgiving time rather than at Christmas after
she and Ellen Claire had a lengthy discussion on how to simplify the holiday season. The
collected holiday letters were reprinted in a booklet by her granddaughter, Beth, entitled
“Treasured Memories.” One, however, that was not included, had abrief draft in a holiday
folder entitled, “Card Ideas.” It was entitled “The Spell of New Mexico” and a note says that it
was used in 1984. It captures something of the spirit of the Southwest:

Wind blown, dry, half-barren, the Tony Hillerman landscape vaulted above us. [I have] an
overwhel ming warmth of feeling for the uncanny sweeps of empty space in this part of the world.

[l can] seefor milesin any direction. There are sunrisesviolent and beautiful. They are almost
frightening. We see lots of men in cowboy boots. In spite of the great sense of isolation [I am] not
hemmed in by traffic and people. Thereis so much sky and such bright skiesthat the great
distance to the horizon gets into your soul and makes you fedl big inside.

Jo joined the First Presbyterian Church and became active in the women’scircle. She was often
responsible for prayer at circle meetings. She saved drafts of a number of those prayers:

Once again on this beautiful day, Father, we come to thee, a small group of Christian
women to ask for thy guidance. We thank you for the presence of these kind, generous
women. We ask your blessing on each one and all those not here today that areill or
distressed or weary. Lord, grant us urdy faith and God give us deeper devotion that
comes from trusting you for our tomorrows. Amen

Kind and loving Father, as we give thanks for each new day, may we reach out to thee
and to each other for strength and guidance, showing love and concern for everyone. We
live in our own small worlds but aswe seek to show our loving concern for others may
the circle of our influence widen. We pray that each day we will truly try to do something
beautiful for Thee. Amen.

Once again on this beautiful fall day, Father, we come to thee, a small group of Christian
women to ask for thy guidance. We thank you for the priceless company of these kind,
generouswomen. Every one of them special—grown close friends over the yearslike a
big dependable family. These faces—pretty and plain, young and old all alight with
something lovely. We ask your blessing on each one and also for all those not here today.
Give uslight to guide us, courage to support us and love to unite us now and forever.
Amen

Dear Father, Once again we come together in prayer and ask for the blessings of your
presence within us. We pray for thoseill or troubled. Aswe pray we still ourselves, stop
our earthly tasks, quiet our thoughts and we listen for your guidance, to hear thy will.
Lord, make us mindful to be thankful for all our blessings. Strengthen our faith. Guide
usin our thoughts and words. These thingswe ask in Thy name, Amen.

When the pastor, Scott King, became the subject of unhappy debate among the parishioners, Jo
added the following to one of her prayers. “...Blessour pastor. Keep him safe and well and
enrich this learning experience for him...”

She later wrote a beautiful letter in his behalf which he cherished and copied to share with Jo’s
family after her death:
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Earl and grandsons (L-R: John Duncan Shaeffer, Martin Shaeffer I11, Bo Irwin, Daniel
Shaeffer, Earl Martin Shaeffer) at 1011 Fairway Terrace, Clovis, NM
1971
(Earl taught each of his grandchildren to cram. It was fun to watch him with those babies.)

In Clovis Earl was under the care of Dr. JJm Messer, who was a good friend of Marty's. Jim
took excellent care of Earl and was especially considerate during his final days. However,
before the foreseeable future became fixed, Jo and Earl made a trip to the Scott & White Clinic
at Temple, Texas. The prognosis was the same: pulmonary emphysema with a gradual decline
and eventual death. Not only had he been a smoker, but he had used chemical sprays for his
orchard and also had worked for many years splicing cable in an enclosed tent which housed
noxious fumes as well.

Jo and Earl refused to give in to discouragement about the inevitable and participated as fully as
possible in the various activities of the children and grandchildren in Clovisduring the four years
that Earl lived in Clovis. During that time they visited Houston, Texas where Bobbie Jo and
family lived, and entertained guests as often as they could within reason. Earl continued to enjoy
his workshop and to be useful and creative with his projects. He helped to make repairs around
the house and at Marty’s house as well, until he was no longer able.

On January 1% of 1975 Jo and Earl marked their Golden Wedding, 50 years since their marriage.
Jo reminisced about their life together:

We lived most of our lives in Grand Junction, Colorado. Inthose daysit was a town of
about 40,000, a small agricultural community surrounded by peach orchards. For atown of this
size we found it very interested in the cultural things. Therewere many clubs, musical groups,
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very active women's groups, many churches and a junior college. Recreation consisted of bridge
clubs, dancing clubs. Earl and | seldom went to a movie aswe felt we couldn’t afford it. We
made our own fun. We had wonderful dinnerswith our friends where all the children were
included.

Our first home there was a small rented house that cost $35 a month. Earl worked for
the Mountain Sates Telephone & Telegraph Company and made $165 a month. | canned and
canned. Living inthat community where there were all kinds of wonderful fruits and vegetables
made it possibleto fill our shelveswith fruits, jellies, pickles and vegetables. | made bread every
Saturday for the week. During the week | made pie, cookiesand cake. Sometimes we would buy a
quarter of a beef all cut into steaks, roasts and hamburger. In our basement was a sack of
potatoes and smaller sacks of onions and carrots.

Every nickel counted and we were very careful to keep within a tight budget, but we were
rich in our love and togetherness. We had a small car which was used mostly for Earl to get back
and forth to work.

Earl and | made our decisions together which, as| remember, never caused any
insurmountable division. Poalitical issues were discussed but not very profoundly in our family.
The idea of divorce was never mentioned or contemplated. When we married it meant forever for
us...

We felt very fortunate to have a job during those depression years. Most of our
neighbors did not have jobs and we would try to share some with them. Whenever | baked | took a
portion to them. The few clothes | had | loaned to the high-school girl next door, as sheliterally
didn’'t have clothesto wear. On all sdes of ustwo or three families moved in together in an
attempt to cut expenses. They would do any little job to get enough money to put food on their
tables. It wasawful. Anyone living through the Great Depression never really gets over it.

But Colorado was a happy land. It was wealthy in the sense that the land gave its people
health, good education and leisure with a serene optimism about life. The wealth of Colorado
traces back to two great and equal events: the discovery in 1878 at Leadville of theworld’'s
greatest dlver mine, and in 1890 Cripple Creek became the world’ s richest gold camp. And then
we lived in Grand Junction which for a time was the world’ s leading uranium camp.

Acknowledging Earl’s anniversary gift, Jo wrote:

Earl, how beautiful the gift you made for me with your own hands—perfectly, patiently measured,
pounded and painted. Earl, you always are quietly waiting for me—in Clovis—in your big chair.
In Colorado you were always busy with satisfying tasks, mostly blessed common things like
sawing wood for the comfort of a fireplace—for me. You've always had high sandardsin your
handwork. The memories—the good ones, the sad ones, the
tender ones, the hurting ones and the joyous ones. Entwined, we
blend together in a bond so strong—ife nor death can ever
sever—a bond we will cherish for ever and ever.

Jo and Earl’ s remaining time together would be less than two
years from their 50" wedding anniversary. Asthetime grew
shorter, the family rallied around Earl to comfort him in his
struggle for breath. He passed away at home on the afternoon
of December 6, 1977.

“Earl had a beautiful soul—pure—really pure,” wrote Jo a a
time of reflection more than two years after his passing.
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The obituary in the Clovis News Journal:

Earl M. Shaeffer

Private graveside services for Earl Martin Shaeffer, 74, of 1718 Fairway Terrace, will be
conducted at 3 pm Thursday at Crown Hill Cemetery in Denver, Colorado.

Mr. Shaeffer died Tuesday. He was born Sept. 24, 1903 in Lincoln, Nebraska and
resided many yearsin Colorado. He had worked for Mountain Bell Telephone for 47 years before
retiring in Clovisin 1973.

Survivors include his wife, Jo, of the home; one son, Martin Shaeffer of Clovis, one
daughter, Mrs. Bobbie Jo Irwin of Houston, Texas; and seven grandchildren. Memorial may be
made to the Firgt Presbyterian church in Clovisin Mr. Shaeffer’s memory.

Steed-Todd funeral homeisin charge of arrangements.

In the Grand Junction or Palisade, Colorado paper (not identified) the following was included:

Deaths Elsewhere

Earl M. Shaeffer, of 1718 Fairway Terrace, Clovis, N.M. died there Tuesday. Mr.
Shaeffer spent 47 years with Mountain States Telephone, the last 22 as manager at the Palisade
office, which included the De Beque, Collbran, and Mesa. Heretired in 1968. Hiswife, Mrs. Jo
Shaeffer, had been ateacher and school principal in District 51. She survives.

Survivors: daughter, Bobbie Jo Irwin of Houston, Texas; son, Martin Shaeffer of Clovis,
NM, and seven grandchildren. Graveside serviceswill be held Thursday at 3 pm at the Crown
Hill Cemetery, Denver.

The Reverend Helspeth of Denver presided over the burial. At the time of his death, Earl and Jo
had been married for 52 years. Jo thereafter had afloral offering sent to her church each
December as a memorial for Earl. The First Presbyterian Church’s bulletin the first Sunday of
each December: “Flowers are given today by Mrs. Earl Shaeffer in loving memory of Mr. Earl
Shaeffer.”

Excerpts from the Memorial of the Curry County High Plains Historical Foundation publication,
p. 491:

Earl M. Shaeffer was a man of quiet dignity and great depth of kindness. He was loved
and respected by all who knew him...

Earl was a great outdoorsman. He loved to camp and fish. His expertisein fly fishing
was rarely matched, and he could tie flies that would lure the biggest and best trout out of any
Colorado stream. He spent many a Saturday afternoon tramping the remote woods and streams
delighting in the beauties of nature and that unique water that only fly-fishermen come to know
and love.

Earl was renowned for his beautiful peach orchard in Palisade, Colorado. During
harvest time people would come from as far as Kansasto buy his big delicious Elberta peaches...

Earl’s sweet and even temper was rarely provoked to anger, but when he had something
important to say everyone listened! He was a pleasant companion, a patient teacher, a loyal
Mason, a devoted husband and father and a truly generous man—generous with histime, his
money, histalents, and generous in hisjudgments of life.

At his death his grandfather, John Duncan Shaeffer, wrote the following:
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At hispassing, Earl’ ssister, Mary, who was unable to attend the funeral wrote, “1 have always
loved Earl and admired him very much.”

Earl was always ready with a quip at appropriate times, such as when Jo learned about her listing
in Who's Who. Hetold the family that he supposed that made him What’s What! How that wit
would be missed! Among Earl’s hobbies were fishing, gardening, macrame and woodworking.
He was an excellent craftsman at any project he undertook, whether it was building furniture or
fixing a cantankerous screen door. He was missed greatly by Jo and by the rest of the family.
They missed his ready smile, his cheerful demeanor, his generosity of spirit and of pocketbook.

Though it was difficult, Jo made the adjustment to life without Earl with grace and serenity. Jo’s
dignity in grief was an example for all the family as they supported her in widowhood.

* * %

135



136



